
 

 

Important Message from our President. 
 

Dear Members                      30 April 2020 

 

IAATI 68TH ANNUAL SEMINAR CHICAGO 2020 

 

I sincerely hope you and your loved ones are keeping well during these 

stressful times. 

 

As you are aware, our 68th Annual Training Seminar was scheduled to 

take place from 2 to 7 August 2020 in Chicago, Ill, USA. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced the relevant committees to evaluate 

the feasibility of continuing with the Seminar, as well as options   

available to cancel or move the Seminar to another date. 

 

After careful consideration of all options, the Executive Board was 

briefed and advised to postpone the 2020 Chicago Seminar. Due to 

various factors, the 2021 Seminar scheduled in Denver, CO, USA   

cannot be moved. 

 

Therefore, on Wednesday 29 April 2020, the Executive Board       

unanimously resolved that the Chicago Seminar is moved to August 

2022. 

 

The applicable Committees are considering alternative options to     

interact with the membership via e-platforms while we are in this   

predicament. 

 

Further communications addressing all effected aspects due to this  

unprecedented and difficult decision will follow as soon as possible. 

 

Keep safe and healthy 

 

Kind regards 

 

Tinus Odendal 

PRESIDENT 



 

 

Editor: Nathan McGanty  

Email: enews@iaati.org  

 

Auto Theft Today is an official  

e-newsletter of The International 

Association of Auto Theft 

Investigators (IAATI).  

 

Any articles included in this 

newsletter express the views and 

opinions of the authors and do 

not necessarily represent the 

views and opinion of IAATI.  

 

All rights reserved worldwide.   

 

No portion of this publication can 

be reproduced, in whole in or 

part, without the express written 

permission of IAATI.  

 

This newsletter is designed to 

provide the reader with links to 

the related information. Click on 

pictures or links to see more 

information. The inclusion of a 

link does not imply the 

endorsement of the site.  
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In order to provide relevant and fresh news related to vehicle theft and related crimes, the focus will be to provide more issues, more 
often, with the latest stories that you need to see, all at your fingertips.  IAATI training seminar information, Branch/Chapter News and 
updates, and committee  reports are all posted on the website.  Auto Theft Today will have a section included with links to all of these 
areas on the website that you can easily access for the latest information.  Below is a chart of the menus on the website to provide an 
overview of the wealth of information available once you log in.  Please take a few minutes to visit www.iaati.org and check it out!  

 
Networking, sharing information and keeping up to date with the latest trends, contacts and news in the world of vehicle theft 
are instrumental in the always demanding world that we as investigators live in, so the majority of each issue will contain sum-
maries of the latest incidents,    arrests, and related information with links to the full story. The links can also be copied and 
pasted into an email to share with others.  
 
There will also be a section that links to the “Submit a News Story” function on the website. Collectively, we can all reap greater 
benefits from every-one sharing just one story, one contact or one idea. Please submit yours either through the website or in 
an email to enews@iaati.org. 

Just a reminder!!! 
 

2020 dues are NOW due 

 

Go to the website and renew today!! 

WEBSITE UPDATE: 
 
For photos and PowerPoint presentations from the IAATI conference in 
Glasgow, please log into www.iaati.org and go to the resources page. 
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PRESIDENT 
Marthinus H. Odendal 

Learn More 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
Paul Thomas 
Learn More 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
Brad Anderson 

Learn More 

3RD VICE PRESIDENT 
Ana Laura Brizuela 

Learn More 

4TH VICE PRESIDENT 
Anna Kotsovos 

Learn More 

TREASURER 
Bob C. Hasbrouck 

Learn More 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
John Abounader 

Learn More 

To see the full list of Directors 
and Associate Directors please 
visit the direct link below: 
 

Full Executive Board 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XszfXgAvYsk9XoBxt0aMyu3N_JpormHH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/185fUtRZWB1UhcppsxuFw_mfXSeTKDYrc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r4pet6-HQvYZtPZUd9dIfK2SwTBSWOhn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KG05OsB892rxR0IJkFyEwbsuWLoDxbmj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f33FKZVr09LHXyfwqhNCn0vRvCRKbgAN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zab7PIZKljGOKkEC6mI4_405OLh0UT2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dpCReK2dr6YJvANjqxt-YebMRveD4XVx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.iaati.org/about/international-board-members


 

25 Years…….or more 
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We are very excited to honor those who have been members for 25 or more 

years.  We appreciate all the dedication and time given to the organization and 

the mission.  Please check out some of the many who have been on this journey 

and see what they have been so dedicated.  This of course is not even close to 

being everyone.  Email enews@iaati.orfg to be added. 

Those with no picture: 
Gary Labb | Phil Googin  | Skip Copeland | Bob Hasbrouck | Michael Tower 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KUJMIR1nfpO0JQMxQslHppeuCqLkNYEA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uzc9V0eZw-0zrN6_U39uD3yN3Aylbz26
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10YonLgNg4dizeAHJ-I7Stu7VHS-q-bTn
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1g8DY7V6aqmrqFC8FS1Jy6hfhzP10HBwc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EVKFDNXWfnp1PR3CQY2xbTMLef4fhqYb
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qUrf8F6ZGHVefEDF9EznhtOV_DTmTr0I
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19j4BXi6h6cmxliyFTEu-6-pY9VrFFQMM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12bKIhmoaZV1vTr1zwQT7_CdOcuv7FIYU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wP9r5jn5Y0hAax66CSQDnu4mv10uToCO
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17IsVUDuIWBsnpomBycqEoQguWYil0AAN
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b7BVAAaFtG0rBa8oRA-QO-quYxwPj1Wq
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z9VahbUCNS1EAl2dbYhgWRZDJaoQ9GbM
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We want to take the time and welcome our newest members to IAATI and their 
Chapter/Branch.  The following are our new members for April 2020. Again   wel-
come! 
 

Paul Jones–UK Branch Ross Beaton-UK Branch 

David Dinnen-UK Branch John Robson-UK Branch 

Edward Stock-UK Branch Ian Thwaites-UK Branch 

Niall Elliott-UK Brnach Vicky Sebastianutti-EU Branch 

Richard van-Essen-EU Branch David May-UK Branch 

Carl Schmidt-UK Branch Viktor Doffek-EU Branch 

Barry Crookston-UK Branch  
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Please review the two documents for the recommended best practices for Dealerships and Fraud Prevention.  This documents will be 

added to the toolbox on the last page of the VCT in future  publications. 
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“MURDER CAR FOUND BURNING” 

By Maureen Stefenelli  
 “MURDER CAR FOUND BURNING” was the headline of the February 22, 1929 Chicago Daily 

Tribune and the topic of this article.   We have all heard of the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre where 

seven men of Bugs Moran’s gang were murdered in a garage on the north side of Chicago. The garage 

was just the start of how important of a role motor vehicles would play in the investigation. 

 

Originally it was believed there was only one car of killers at the scene.  It is now noted that there 

were two fake police cars that seemed to play a part in the massacre. Only as a result of an order to 

search all garages for liquor violations were the police  finally in possession of what they considered  

the first real piece of evidence against the men who constituted the firing squad. This discovery  was 

only made possible by a huried effort to destroy one of the vehicles so that it wouldn’t be discovered.   

Deputy Police Commissioner John P. Stege stated at the time, he was convinced the men were doing a 

little bit each day toward disposing of the car so it would appear as a mute witness against them. Then 

when Police Commissioner Russell’s order was published directing a search of all garages, the men 

apparently realized they had better hurry their work of destruction. Using a little too much gasoline, 

the blaze to destroy the vehicle became uncontrollable and the fire department was summoned. The 

discovery of the wrecked car was regarded as a great stride toward solving the massacre mystery. 

Clues such as numbers on the tires and in hidden places on the vehicle were expected to be traced to a 

purchaser. Witnesses also came forward   who were able to identify the men using the garage. 

 
(Detectives looking over a burned and dismantled Cadillac touring car, 1927 model found at 1723 N Wood St.) 

 

 



 

On February 28, 1929, nearly a week later, an explosion took police on 1st Avenue and Harvard 

Street in Maywood, a suburb of Chicago.  At that location they found a partly demolished 

Peerless touring car. The vehicle was disguised to appear as an unmarked police car complete 

with a siren, a gun rack, and Detective Bureau license plates. Evidence was found linking one 

of the victims to the massacre. There was no connection of this car with the massacre at the 

time of the blaze until the confession of Byron Bolton in January 1935. Bolton was an Al     

Capone associate turned FBI Informant who claimed involvement in the St. Valentine’s Day 

massacre from beginning to end.  It wasn’t known until then that the 1927 Cadillac found a 

week after the massacre was definitely used.  It was unknown at the time that 2 cars were     

involved. 
 

 
   (The 1926 Peerless used to bring the phony policeman to the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre) 

 

Ninety years later we have in Law Enforcement’s armory LPRs, GPS, BERLA, LoJack, NICB 

and Carfax to name a few resources to assist in vehicle identification. Old School Gangsters 

(OG) who were identifying vehicles by tire numbers and confidential VINs is something you 

have to respect even more in the early age of motor vehicle Law Enforcement.   Even then it 

was noted the potential value of a vehicle and what it could add to any investigation. 
 

Article 1 continued…. 
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Member Articles-Article 2 
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INSURANCE FRAUD IN TIMES OF CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
By Cora Smolianski (1st Vice President IAATI LATAM BRANCH) 
 
Few month ago IAATI LATAM BRANCH delivered a paper to share many ideas  focusing on education and 
training to fight against insurance fraud. 
 
All of this taking into account the conclusions presented during the plenary of the 67th International           
Conference held in Glasgow, Scotland, in September 2019, 
 
We remarked the role of the investigators who seek to improve and constantly update their experience      
technique. 
 
But, on the other hand, we also highligthted the need to promote a positive cultural reinforcement in society. 
 
Then, we basically discussed  what kind of message could change the decision of the possible scammer. 
 
That is promoting social behaviors based on the same values that IAATI supports, related to ethics, respect 
for others and loyalty to norms in human relationships. 
 
Right now, because the Coronavirus Pandemic, a lot of countries ordered, or at least recomeded, social    
distancing and lockdown, while promoting homeoffice. 
 
Effects of this situation are changing many forms of our usual business practices, including the insurance   
activities. 
 
For example, the Argentine insurance market are arguing about covering or not losses and claims related to 
car accidents, which are not authorized to circulate because the mandatory quarantines ordered by the     
Government. 
 
We are talking about a lost occured in the context when driving whithout authorization is a crime, but which 
implies a situation that is not regulated by the insurance law or by the insurace contract. 
 
Also, the market is discussing whether the remote  claims addjusters task is possible or not. 
 
They are delicate questions but it is urgent to make decisions. 
 
Finding adequate answers for these discussions is relevant, because we not only have to protect people`s 
health but also take care of the economic and financial flow. 
 
By the way, if any insured commits a crime,  he or she will have to answer for his or her  behavior and face 
the regulated legal consequences. 
 
However, the insurance market needs to promote their business and not discourage the purchase of         
coverage. 
 
Perhaps offering several coverages which do not exclude automobile insurance, bearing in mind that in Latin 
America automobile insurance is the one  most commercialized. 

 
But the insurance market also must take care of the satisfaction of its obligations with the insured. 



 

In this sense, we agree with the warning message that our colleague Todd Wolf has already spread, because 
it is true that the pandemic may be an opportunity for scammers. As well as for other forms of crime that    
affect insurance, for example, theft, illegal trafficking in auto parts, etc. 
 
But it is also an extraordinary opportunity for good car insurance investigators as well as  for the insurers. 
 
We may detect insurance fraud after the pandemic. But right now, we can test our capabilities in this context, 
at least in many cases. 
 
Investigators fighting insurance fraud have long used technology and social media for these purposes, which 
could be helpful in this case.  
 

It is time to test the ability to promote financial flow from insurers to policyholders, but at the same time      
prevent and detect fraud. 
 
We may only be able to analyze the results of our investigations when we overcome the pandemic. 
 
But anyway and whatever the outcome, we can surely learn good lessons. 
 
We refer to the learning and training tests of insurance fraud investigators. 
 
But also lessons for the insurer in particular and people in general. That is why we insist on promoting a new 
culture based on healthy values such as good faith. 
 
We know that fraud may increase. Not only because the remote work of claim addjusters is an opportunity for 
fraudsters, but also because many people are economically pressed to obtain money, and thus inclined to 
commit fraud. 
 
But we also encourage insurers to stay in business and honor their commitments to policyholders. 
 
We trust the ability of our researchers who work remotely. 
 
It may fail, but then we will have the opportunity to improve our tools to combat fraud. 
 
On the other hand, insurers must also adjust their anti-fraud policies to promote a better culture among the 
insured community, reinforcing the value of utmost faith and respect for the insurance contract, which in the 
end will be for their own benefit. 
 
It will be one of the good lessons that, among others perhaps more serious, remain for people when we     
manage to overcome the pandemic. 
 
And transcending our approach to insurance fraud, it is our desire that all of our colleagues take                 
precautionary measures to stay healthy and safe. 
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Article 2 continued…. 



 

Where in the World? By Paul Thomas 
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Did you know that IAATI has members in Trinidad and Tobago?  Well we do, we have two members based there - Martin and 

Robert. 

 

Have you ever needed a contact in Belarus, Kenya or Malaysia? Yes, we also have members there as well. 

 

In fact we have over 3,100 members in 66 countries throughout the world. 

 

While IAATI is currently working to expand our membership base throughout Asia, you can see from the following map that we 

have members in most parts of the world. These are people you can turn to for assistance with your investigations.  

 

 

 

To find details of an IAATI member in another country simply: 
Go to our website www.iaati.org 

1. Click the Account button in the header of the home page and log in. 

2. Once you have logged in, click the Search button in the header. 

3. An orange coloured panel will open where you can either search the entire site or search for members. 

4. To search for members click the blue Member Search button. 
The best way to search is to then click the '+ Further options ' link.  This will enable you to filter your search by a large number 
of data items    including 'Home country'. 

Alternatively, you can access this search feature from the Membership page of the website. Simply select 'Search members' 

from the submenu on the right side of the Membership page. Remember, as this tool is only available to financial members, 

you can only search for members once you have logged into your account. 

 

As a quick guide to where we have members you can also visit the new interactive membership map on our website.                                

https://www.iaati.org/membership  

http://www.iaati.org/
https://www.iaati.org/membership
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Chapter / Branch Information - Branch and chapter information is located on the website. 

 
For general information and obtain contact information for a branch or chapter, please click here. Information about IAATI chapters and 
branches can be found on the website: ABOUT IAATI/BRANCHES AND CHAPTERS. For individual chapter and branch news, please visit that 
website or go to page 2 and click on a logo to be directed to that branch or chapter website. 
 
 
 

Committee Information / News / Reports - Committee information is located on the website. 
 

For general committee information, members and their contact information, please click here or from the website, click ABOUT IAATI. To 
access periodic committee reports, please click here. Committee reports are located on the website: ABOUT IAATI/DOCUMENTATION. 
 
 
 

Training Seminar / Event Information - Training information is always being added to the website. 

 
For information on all IAATI training events as well as training offered by others, please click here. Members are able to view information 
regarding the various training opportunities available and register online when able. 
 
 
 

Board Members / Information - Please click here to view information on the IAATI website regarding current board members. 
 

 

 

 
Vehicle Crimes Today - Publication deadline  

 
The next issue of Vehicle Crimes Today will be released beginning of April.  If you have any articles, photographs, 
member news, or anything else to include in the next issue, please click here to submit a story or send an email to 
enews@iaati.org. In order to have your information included in the next edition, please submit or email everything 
by the 25th of each month.  

 

Board Members and Committee Members wanted! 
 
Each year during the annual IAATI conference, members elect a new board of directors.  New committee members are selected as well.  Now is 
the time to do your part and submit your intent to serve on the IAATI board or one of the committees.  It is as simple as sending an email to the 
chair of the Nominating Committee,  Past President JD Hough at jdhough@iaati.org. 
 
        When submitting your email, please including the following information: 
- Your name and number of years you have been an IAATI member along with membership number; 
- Your profession and current employer; 
- Your reasons for wanting to get more involved; 
- The number of IAATI seminars you have attended over the past years; 
- What ideas you have that might benefit IAATI; 
- Your experience/work within your local IAATI chapter/branch. 

https://www.iaati.org/about/branches-and-chapters
https://www.iaati.org/about/committees
https://www.iaati.org/events
https://www.iaati.org/about/international-board-members
https://www.iaati.org/account


 

IACP’s Vehicle Crimes Committee has been busy for the last few years! 
 

The committee continually works on multiple issues regarding vehicle related 
crimes.  Currently work groups are focusing on rental vehicle thefts, emerging 
technology issues and creating a vehicle crimes toolkit for smaller agencies. 
 
More than 75% of crimes committed each year involve motor vehicles. The IACP 
Vehicle Crimes Committee recently developed a comprehensive educational 
toolkit for vehicle crimes investigations. The toolkit, along with the                   
corresponding reference and resource guide and presentation, provides law 

enforcement agencies with the information they need to enhance their response to vehicle-related 
crimes.   
 
The mission of this IACP working group is to create a best practices guideline for law enforcement   
agencies that do not have a dedicated   vehicle crimes investigator. The material here-in will provide 
them with the resources necessary to better investigate vehicle related crime. The IACP Vehicle Crimes 
Committee has created a concise and comprehensive “Educational Toolkit for Vehicle Crimes               
Investigation". 
                                                     Educational Toolkit for Vehicle Crimes 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mcr91g9nTuOHd_60P38guBYupev-TOWT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u6gCjn9tYRSKGPzioMEoMYWrK_DMVKPG/view?usp=sharing


 

Click here to see what resources are available for your agency! 
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http://www.theiacp.org/auto-theft-awareness-report
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With a busy work life we rarely take time out to sit back and review our work or 
that of others. We rush to finish one job and then move straight on to the next. 
However it is important that we all occasionally take a moment and assess ours 
and our colleagues work, and then acknowledge those examples of outstanding 
achievement.  
 
While all Chapters and Branches have their own local awards the International 
Board also manages a total of eight awards including: 

 Raymond H. Dreher Memorial Award 
 The IAATI Award of Merit 
 IAATI President's Award 
 IAATI Directors Award 
 The IAATI Insurance Investigator of the Year Award 
 IAATI Heavy Equipment Award 
 IAATI Component Parts Markings Award 
 NICB Award of Excellence 
 
 
Nominations for all Awards close on 1st May each year, but you don't need to 
wait until then.  Why not use some free time over the to nominate someone and 
send it in. 
 
Details on the criteria for each award and how to nominate can be found on the 
Awards Page of the website at https://www.iaati.org/awards 
 
You Chapters also have awards available.  Please reach out or look at their   
websites and see what is available and the due dates as they will all be different.  
It is important to recognize all the dedicated hard workers out there.  Please 
take the few minutes and nominate these important people. 

 

If you know of any IAATI Member that has received 
any recognition please let us know so we can share 
the news.  Email enews@iaati.org.  

https://www.iaati.org/awards
mailto:nmcganty@seiaati.org?subject=Awards%20and%20Recognition


 

What is NMVTIS you ask? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the website, The National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) is, among other things, a tool that 
assists local, state, and federal law enforcement in investigating, deterring, and preventing vehicle-related crimes.  
 

    Please visit the website to learn more about NMVTIS and its Benefits to Law Enforcement. 
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Car theft warning from Tracker.  April 4, 2020, https://www.fleetnews.co.uk/ reports that opportunistic criminals are 
looking to steal cars to fill a replacement parts gap caused by COVID-19. 
 
North Carolina Kids, Teens Steal $1M in Vehicles from Dealerships.  May 4, 2020,                                                 
https://www.insurancejournal.com/ reports that a group of teenagers as young as 9 are being accussed of stealing $1.1 
million in vehicles from car dealerships. 
 
$500,000 bail each for suspects in Bozeman vehicle break-ins.  May 5, 2020, https://www.krtv.com/ reports that 
the suspects are part of the Felony Lane Gang that targets individual across the country stealing from vehicles and 
committing identity theft and fraud from documents found in the vehicles. 
 
Rise in searches for ‘How to set fire’ a sign insurance fraud beckons as economy crashes. April 7, 2020,                   
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/ reports that this search is spiking amid the downturn from the pandemic and 
this could be a sign that people are planning commit insurance fraud. 
 
Fort Smith woman allegedly tries to ram police vehicles, flashes gun during pursuit. May 6, 2020,             
https://www.swtimes.com/ reports that the 27 year old was arrested for 8 counts of felony aggravated assault, fleeing, 
and felon in possession of firearm.  It all started when deputies tried to stop the stolen truck. 

 
 
Here you will find publications that could be used as a tool for the trade.  If you have anything 
you would like to share here please email it to enews@iaati.org. 
 
 NCTFF-National Cargo Theft Prevention Task Force 
 
 VEHICLE RENTAL/LEASING INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIPS: A FORCE MULTIPLIER 
 
 TSA Rental Truck Brochure 
 
 NHTSA “Preventing Auto Theft” Video (Please use and share) 
 
 NHTSA  “Protecting Your Vehicle from Theft” social graphics (Please use and share) 
 
 Car Rental Security Contacts 
 
 FBI Auto Theft Training Video 

https://www.vehiclehistory.gov/nmvtis_law_enforcement.html
https://www.vehiclehistory.gov/nmvtis_law_enforcement.html
https://www.fleetnews.co.uk/news/fleet-industry-news/2020/04/06/car-theft-warning-from-tracker
https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southeast/2020/05/04/567327.htm
https://www.krtv.com/news/crime-and-courts/500-000-bail-each-for-suspects-in-bozeman-vehicle-break-ins
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/rise-in-searches-for-how-to-set-fire-a-sign-insurance-fraud-beckons-as-economy-crashes
https://www.swtimes.com/news/20200505/fort-smith-woman-allegedly-tries-to-ram-police-vehicles-flashes-gun-during-pursuit
mailto:enews@iaati.org?subject=Submission:%20Tools%20for%20the%20toolbox
https://ncttf.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cyDmOne-pCul8YNRJrQcKVbRW4CpXK4D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19OdvzkPsszp0FGocHp4CLlwBojOGoQDg/view?usp=sharingC:/Users/nmcganty/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://youtu.be/IvNGiVuM6tY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fOjongdppqlBU4oYdU9UD7MGwEzXoZqa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WxnmNzcvUO7_nK6pOoPLbkgizjfrOI5X/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqhmM1TIymg&feature=youtu.be

