
 

Sheriff Bill Elder asked that the statement below be shared with the 

members of IAATI: 

It is with profound sadness that I advise the members of the International Association of Auto 

Theft Investigators of the loss of Det. Micah Flick, EOW 2.05.18. Det. Flick was observing his 

eleventh year of service with the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office on the day he was killed. 

Through his superior job performance and strong relationships with co-workers and the law 

enforcement community, Det. Flick rose quickly at the EPSO, taking on greater and greater 

responsibility. He loved investigations and was an advocate for car theft interdiction to prevent 

more serious crimes. Det. Flick was loved and respected, and was a natural leader. 

On 2.05.18, Det. Flick was part of a multi-agency undercover auto theft investigations team 

working to arrest a car theft suspect when the suspect opened fire on the team.  

Det. Flick lost his life, and three other team members were wounded: EPSO Sgt. Jake 

Abendschan and EPSO Deputy Scott Stone, and Det. Marcus Yanez of the Colorado Springs 

Police Department. A civilian also was wounded. 

The show of support and outpouring of grief in Colorado Springs for Det. Flick was massive, 

heartwarming and appropriate. The community clearly supports its law enforcement officers. 

Det. Flick leaves behind his wife and seven-year-old twins. 

Donations to the family can be made through the El Paso 

County Sheriff’s Office Foundation, 1980 Dominion Way, 

Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

All my best to IAATI members, and to all those working in 

active investigatory roles, I pray for your continued safety. 

--Bill Elder, Sheriff, El Paso County, Colorado 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to family members of all those involved and our brothers and 

sisters in the El Paso Sheriff’s Office and Colorado Springs Police Department during this difficult 

time.   
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In order to provide relevant and fresh news related to vehicle theft and related crimes, the focus will be to provide more issues, more often, with the latest 
stories that you need to see, all at your fingertips.  IAATI training seminar information, Branch/Chapter News and updates, and committee  reports are all 
posted on the website.  Auto Theft Today will have a section included with links to all of these areas on the website that you can easily access for the latest 
information.  Below is a chart of the menus on the website to provide an overview of the wealth of information available once you log in.  Please take a few 
minutes to visit www.iaati.org and check it out!  

 
 

Networking, sharing information and keeping up to date with the latest trends, contacts and news in the world of vehicle theft are instrumental 
in the always demanding world that we as investigators live in, so the majority of each issue will contain summaries of the latest incidents, ar-
rests, and related information with links to the full story. The links can also be copied and pasted into an email to share with others.  
 
There will also be a section that links to the “Submit a News Story” function on the website. Collectively, we can all reap greater benefits from 
every-one sharing just one story, one contact or one idea. Please submit yours either through the website or in an email to enews@iaati.org. 
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Chapter / Branch Information - Branch and chapter information is located on the website. 

 
For general information and obtain contact information for a branch or chapter, please click here. Information about IAATI chapters and 
branches can be found on the website: ABOUT IAATI/BRANCHES AND CHAPTERS. For individual chapter and branch news, please visit that 
website or go to page 2 and click on a logo to be directed to that branch or chapter website. 
 
 
 
 

Committee Information / News / Reports - Committee information is located on the website. 
 

For general committee information, members and their contact information, pleaseclick here or from the website, click ABOUT IAATI. To 
access periodic committee reports, please click here. Committee reports are located on the website: ABOUT IAATI/DOCUMENTATION. 
 
 
 
 

Training Seminar / Event Information - Training information is always being added to the website. 

 
For information on all IAATI training events as well as training offered by others, please click here. Members are able to view information 
regard- ing the various training opportunities available and register online when able. 
 
 
 

Updated training seminar information is now available online, including the 2018 IAATI International 
Training Seminar being held from August 5-10, 2018 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

 
Auto Theft Today - Publication deadline  

 
The next issue of Auto Theft Today will be released mid-March. If you have any articles, photographs, member 
news, or anything else to include in the next issue, please click here to submit a story or send an email to 
enews@iaati.org. In order to have your information included in the next edition, please submit or email everything 
by the 10th of each month.  

 
AWARDS SUBMISSIONS - Please click here to read about the various awards given and to submit your nominations.  
 

IAATI offers 12 awards each year. Submitting your colleagues and peers for nominations for awards is a great way to recognize exceptional efforts 
from around the world. It only takes a few minutes to type up a recommendation and email it in. Recognizing the hard work and many hours put 
in to investigations and discovering new ways to address auto theft issues should be important to each and every member; awards can also be 
considered another teaching method, which allows the association to share everyone’s successes. Please take a few minutes when you hear of a 
great job done, a complex case cracked, criminals arrested, or new technology being used to solve crimes, tell everyone!  
 

 

AWARD NOMINATIONS ARE DUE MAY 1st, 2018!  
 

Please submit your nominations via email to executivedirector@iaati.org.  

https://www.iaati.org/about/branches-and-chapters
https://www.iaati.org/about/documentation
https://www.iaati.org/events
https://www.iaati.org/account
https://www.iaati.org/awards






What is NMVTIS you ask? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the website, The National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) is, among other things, a tool that assists local, state, 
and federal law enforcement in investigating, deterring, and preventing vehicle-related crimes.  
 

    Please visit the website to learn more about NMVTIS and its Benefits to Law Enforcement. 

 

7 

 

El Paso County deputy killed, 3 other officers injured in east Colorado Springs 
February 5th, 2018, The Gazette –Colorado Springs.com reported that an El Paso County Sheriff's Deputy was shot to death, and two 
more deputies and a Colorado Springs police officer were wounded during a stolen car investigation Monday afternoon. 
 

El Paso sheriff’s deputy becomes third Colorado officer shot to death since Dec. 31  
February 5th, 2018, Denverpost.com reported that a Colorado sheriff’s deputy has been killed in a shooting while taking a suspect into 
custody.   
 

Chicago Makes Strides on Violent Crime but Struggles with Carjackings 
The WSJ.com reports that stolen cars are often used to commit other crimes and juvenile offenders often quickly released. 
 

Rising Cost of Parts Fuels Interest of Car Thieves 
According to the NICBBlog.org, expensive parts will continue to drive car thefts as criminals steal cars and trucks to strip them and 
sell the parts on the black market.  
 

German logistics groups boost effort to tackle cargo theft 
Securingindustry.com reports that thirteen German business associations have joined forces to crackdown on cargo theft after a spike 
in incidents in the country.   
 

Mexican Cartels linked to car thefts in San Antonio area 
An article on News4SanAntonio.com states that the Laredo Auto Theft Task force continues to investigate stolen cars linked to cartels  
 

Auto insurance fraud is rising in Pennsylvania 
The ReadingEagle.com reports after a five-year period of decline, auto insurance fraud increased by about 34 percent in 2017 in 
Pennsylvania. 

 
NM Legislative Session 2018: Rep. Bill Rehm gains Senate approval of Auto Theft Prevention Authority bill 
According to the Grantcountybeat.com, the Senate unanimously approved Rep. Bill Rehm's (R-Albuquerque) plan to create an auto 
theft prevention authority within the Office of the New Mexico Superintendent of Insurance.   

 
Smart Key Systems Are Increasingly a Target for Car Thieves 
Insidesources.com reports that even though cars with smart entry systems are still only a fraction of the vehicles on the road, they are 
an increasing percentage of the vehicles stolen.  
 

Tshwane police arrest 44 in vehicle-related crimes 
News24.com reports that in Johannesburg,Tshwane Police clamped down on vehicle related crime over the weekend nabbing 44 
suspects,  
 

Sumter Mayor: Citizens have role in public safety 
During a town council meeting, the SumterItem.com reports that the mayor and police chief discussed recent crime trends and 
property crimes are the real reason there was an increase in crime.  The mayor also states that citizens should help when they can.  
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